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Critical Essay: Animal Firm Novel
At its center, Animal Farm (1984) is not only an eye-opener but also a warning against totalitarian regimes in political systems of different generations of the world. The manipulation of minds by totalitarian pigs brings about the collapse of hardly earned animals ‘independence in the animal farm. The novel by George Orwell is a metaphor for the Russian revolution and the creeping of Stalinism. The book tells the tale of a group of farm animals who develop rebellion against a cruel farm owner and form a society of animals ruled by animals. The animal society later collapses as a result of the greed of animal leaders such as the pig Napoleon. The main characters in the novel include Mr. Jones is the original owner of Manor Farm, Old Major, an old pig, who inspires the animal revolt. Napoleon is a pig who becomes the animals' leader after the revolution, Squealer, Napoleon's chief propagandist,  and Snowball is a pig that challenges the leadership of Napoleon
George Orwell’s book attempts to present power in the society as a product of education or literacy and manipulation of written and spoken language. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Language, whether spoken or written, is one of the most powerful tools in influencing the minds of people. In the novel, language individuals use language as the key to social control of the animals' behavior. For instance, the animals’ rebellion against the cruel owner of the farm, Mr. Jones, begins with the speech that was given by the Old Major.  In a secret meeting with the animals, the Old Major says “Man is the only creature that consumes without producing…” (Orwell 7). The Old Major, through his speech, opens the minds of the animals and develops a theory that man is the primary course of animals' sufferings. After the death of the old Major, the two pigs to come in power, Napoleon and Snowball spend a long time evaluating the Major's speech, through which they come up with the theory of animalism. The two pigs also embrace education and learn how to read. Education propelled them into an intellectual class and start calling themselves 'mind workers’ who must not contribute to the society through manual labor. The two pigs begin by manipulating the written language by changing the name of the farm from the top bar of the gate from MANOR FARM to ANIMAL FARM. The animals, therefore, gain new bargaining power through language and finally rise to power. Politics of the day Orwell's writings are evident today, where the political perpetrators seize power by controlling people's minds, which they do through abuse or manipulation of language (Albloly and  Alhusam 4628). This fact confirms, indeed, language has the power to influence the minds of people, where education plays a significant role in the process. However, one can abuse this power.
Throughout the novel, the facet of abuse of power dominates the leadership on the farm. But one of the methods used by most of the corrupt leaders is the manipulation of language, which different individuals use as an influential instrument to seize power through propaganda.  Shortly after gaining the animals start abusing the power by manipulating the language, especially by taking the advantage of the illiterate animals. In one of the conferences about eradicating poverty, Nelson Mandela said: “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” Orwell utilizes this principle in his novel. Snowball makes it his responsibility to make sure that all animals learn how to read and write. However, only Benjamin and Muel, and all pigs could learn appropriately and become completely illiterate. Other animals could not learn how to read or write, with the worst ones being sheep, ducks, and hens. As a result, they could not even read or keep the seven commandments of the animal farm in their hearts. “… The sheep, hens, and ducks were unable to learn the Seven Commandments by heart” (Orwell 26).  The illiteracy of these animals made them subjects to manipulation by the pigs and became easily susceptible to misinformation. For instance,  the pigs changed some of the commandments. "No animal shall sleep in a bed" to 'No animal shall sleep in a bed with sheets".  No animal shall kill another animal to "No animal Shall kill another animal without a reason."  "No animal shall drink alcohol;" to "No animal shall drink alcohol to excess."  (Orwell 73, 69, 82) animals such as clover can neither recognize the tampering nor remember what the temptations were.  Besides, Napoleon continues to undermine Snowball’s idea of building a windmill (which he later owns), through propaganda. He accuses Snowball of conspiring with human beings, and other animals believe him without evidence. According to…this is the same way some politicians like Donald Trump used the advantage of information and technology against lazy and simple-minded citizens to make fake promises. For instance, in 2016, Trump used false information about trade, immigration, and other issues to gain political support as he bid for the presidency (Pan 19). Thus, cruel leaders can easily manipulate language for illiterate subjects illiteracy to abuse power for their advantage.
On the animal farm, it eventually became apparent that all animals except the pigs were illiterate and simple-minded. Other animals have also accepted that the pigs have more intellectual power than them and accepted the pigs' rule over them. Yet they all had equal chances to learn how to read and write. As a result, all the animals followed the decisions of the pigs without questioning. As it is evident in the book, "It was always the pigs who put forward the resolutions…”(Orwell  24).  It is through this blind spot that Napoleon continued to exploit the other animals to further his dictatorship. Napoleon spreads his cruelty and dictatorship through the help of Squealer, his chief propagandist. Napoleon continues to manipulate the language of the seven commandments through repeated amendments. In the end, he had compressed all the seven commandments into one commandment that reads: “ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS”. At this point, the pigs collaborated with human beings and even wore clothes (Orwell 100). They even invited human beings like Mr. Pilkington. Eventually, the name of the farm had changed back to "MANOR FARM" showing that Napoleon lost his leadership of the farm to human beings again (Orwell 104). The commandment “ALL ANIMALS ARE EQUAL BUT SOME ANIMALS ARE MORE EQUAL THAN OTHERS” can be used to understand the political systems in the United States that hypocritically preach equality, yet empowers only the selected few in the society (Adjei, 45). Additionally, Alexander Mitchelle in her book The New Jim Crow, emphasizes that while the principle of colorblindness in the U.S.A is supposed to stop criminalizing the back men, the system continues to use disenfranchising laws to deny the blacks their voting rights (Alexander  239). Just like animal farm, one can summarize most of the amendments on human rights "as while all people are equal, some are more equal than others."  
CONCLUSION
This novel presents one of the most critical ways to access power in terms of social control. It continues to show how different individuals in positions of power use education and language as a tool of rising to power. The two aspects have been highlighted as the most influential instruments to bring social change either for the social benefit or for exploitation. The text can also be used to understand many other aspects of power used by leaders as instruments of their gains. The novel provides a very critical way in which different generations of the world can understand political systems in their countries. The text and its content remain to be relevant and appealing to both readers and scholars. It is therefore an important book for not only its thrilling and humorous entertainment but also in understanding politics.
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